JP Biography


James Partridge OBE, DSc (Hon), FDSRCSEd (Hon)

James Partridge is Founder and Chief Executive of Changing Faces, the leading UK charity supporting and representing people with disfigurements (www.changingfaces.org.uk). 

James was severely burned in a car fire in 1970 at the age of 18. Before setting up Changing Faces in 1992, James worked in public health in the NHS, established a dairy farming business and taught economics in Guernsey.

Changing Faces is now a £1,200,000 pa charity employing a 16-person team specialising in the psychological and social aspects of disfigurements (whether from birth, accidents, cancer, paralysis or skin conditions). It offers direct help to children/families and adults with disfigurements, advocates for comprehensive and effective health and social care, and promotes equal opportunities, rights and public awareness about disfigurement.

James writes and presents widely on diversity, disability and disfigurement themes in the UK and internationally. This year, for example, he was a keynote speaker at the American Burns Association in Chicago in May and the South African Burn Society in Cape Town in October.

In Britain, he is involved with a number of other organisations, such as serving on Sir Nigel Crisp (CEO)’s Panel promoting Leadership and Race Equality in the NHS, as an Associate of the Employers’ Forum on Disability, as Chairman of the TRIPOD project of the Department for Work and Pensions (into how Jobcentre Plus can more effectively engage employers on disability), and on the Chief Medical Officer’s Expert Panel on Cosmetic Surgery.

He is also a founding Director of Dining with a Difference, a disability consultancy company (see information in www.churchilmintyandfriend.com).

Married with three ‘nearly grown-up’ children, James was appointed an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) in the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Birthday Honours in June 2002 for services to disabled people. He recently became an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh at their Quincentenary Congress. He has also received Honorary Doctorates from the Universities of Bristol and the University of the West of England.
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